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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )El Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 May 2004 . 
2a)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 1.6,9-16 and 19-27 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) 2-5.7,8.17 and 18 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This communication is in response to the Amendment filed on May 05, 2004. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 6, 9-16, and 19-27 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. Claims 1, 6, 9-16, and 19-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Slaughter et al. ('Slaughter' hereinafter), USP 6,643,650 in view of 
Daniel S. Lipkin ('Lipkin' hereinafter) USP 6,721,747. 
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With respect to claim 1 , 

Slaughter discloses a control method for an extensible markup language file, 
comprising the steps (see col. 18, lines 13-25) of: 

a) receiving a query from a user (client query as to the capabilities of the service 
without the gate actually sending a message, see col. 27, lines 43-45, Fig. 2, 
Slaughter); 

b) determining an access control rule associated with the user (clients finds the 
advertisements in a space and use the information from an advertisement to access a 
service using an XML (extensible Markup Language) messaging mechanism of the 
distributed computing environment. Many spaces exists, each containing XML 
advertisements that describe services or content. A space repository of XML 
advertisements of services and/or XML data, which have raw data or advertisements 
for data, such as results, see co. 8, lines 2-9, Slaughter); 

c) performing a query search on the extensible markup language file (the 
discovery service receive a string specifying something to locate, and it sends an XML 
message to a known discovery front-end, which then parses the string and makes a 
corresponding XML query to a search facility which may be an internet search facility, 
see col. 16, lines 39-46, Fig. 4, Slaughter); 

d) storing a query search result (the client access the results or pass them by 
reference to another service. The space results stored in different from the space in 
which the service is advertised, see col. 18, lines 23-26, Fig. 9, Slaughter); 
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e) performing an access search on the extensible markup language file (a 
result gate generated to access the actual results. The client or client method gate may 
receive a results URI and perhaps a result XML schema and/or authentication 
credential for constructing a gate to access the remote method results, see col. 31 , lines 
26-30 et seq, Slaughter); 

f) storing an access search result (the client access the results or pass them by 
reference to another service. The space results stored in different from the space in 
which the service is advertised, see col. 18, lines 23-26, Fig. 9 et seq, Slaughter); and 

g) comparing the query search result and the access search result to determine 
an allowed search result (search criteria specified as an XML template document that 
may be compared (e.g. by the space service) with the advertisements in the space. 
Published advertisements may represent "on-line" services ready for clients to use, see 
col. 36, lines 66 to col. 37, lines 3, Slaughter). 

Slaughter does not explicitly indicate the claimed "comparing query search 

result". 

Lipkin discloses claimed comparing query search result (having a first set of 
metadata and a second set of metadata by comparing the first set of metadata with the 
second set of metadata, dynamically generating a query based on the first set of 
metadata, and executing the query against the second set of metadata to get the result, 
see col. 2, lines 22-32, Lipkin). 

It would have obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time 
of the present invention to combined the cited references because the comparing query 



Application/Control Number: 09/977,086 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2177 

search result of Lipkin's teachings would have allowed Slaughter's system to provide 
efficiently managing and retrieving information over a network, as suggested by Liplkin 
at col. 1 , lines 38-39. Comparing query search result as taught by Slaughter improves 
template based query builders that generate optimized SQL queries in the native SQL 
language of the database (see col. 137, lines 50-52, Lipkin). 
As to claim 6, 

Slaughter teaches wherein step (a) further includes the step of: a1) converting 
the query into an execution stack (see col. 26, lines 36-41 et seq). 
As to claim 9, 

Slaughter teaches wherein step (c) further includes the steps of: c1 ) flattening the 
extensible markup language file to form a flattened extensible markup language file (see 
col. 10, lines 25-34 et seq). 

As to claim 10, 

Slaughter teaches c2) returning a line number of the flattened extensible markup 
language file (see col. 9, lines 31-47 et seq). 
As to claim 1 1 , 

Slaughter teaches g1) performing an intersection between a plurality of line 
numbers from the query search result and a second plurality of line numbers from the 
access search result (see col. 18, lines 13-26 et seq). 

With respect to claim 12, 

Slaughter discloses a control method for an extensible markup language file, 
comprising the steps (see col. 18, lines 13-25) of: 



Application/Control Number: 09/977,086 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2177 

a) determining an access control rule for a user (clients finds the advertisements 
in a space and use the information from an advertisement to access a service using an 
XML (extensible Markup Language) messaging mechanism of the distributed 
computing environment. Many spaces exists, each containing XML advertisements that 
describe services or content. A space repository of XML advertisements of services 
and/or XML data, which have raw data or advertisements for data, such as results, see 
co. 8, lines 2-9, Slaughter); 

b) receiving a query from the user (client query as to the capabilities of the 
service without the gate actually sending a message, see col. 27, lines 43-45, Fig. 2, 
Slaughter); 

c) performing an access control search against the extensible markup language 
file to form an access control result (the discovery service receive a string specifying 
something to locate, and it sends an XML message to a known discovery front-end, 
which then parses the string and makes a corresponding XML query to a search facility 
which may be an internet search facility, see col. 16, lines 39-46, Fig. 4, Slaughter); 

d) performing a query search against the extensible markup language file to form 
a query search result (the discovery service receive a string specifying something to 
locate, and it sends an XML message to a known discovery front-end, which then 
parses the string and makes a corresponding XML query to a search facility which may 
be an internet search facility, see col. 16, lines 39-46, Fig. 4, Slaughter); and 

e) comparing the access control result and the query search result to determine 
an allowed search result (search criteria specified as an XML template document that 



Application/Control Number: 09/977,086 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2177 

may be compared (e.g. by the space service) with the advertisements in the space. 
Published advertisements may represent "on-line" services ready for clients to use, see 
col. 36, lines 66 to col. 37, lines 3, Slaughter). 

Slaughter does not explicitly indicate the claimed "comparing query search 

result". 

Lipkin discloses claimed comparing query search result (having a first set of 
metadata and a second set of metadata by comparing the first set of metadata with the 
second set of metadata, dynamically generating a query based on the first set of 
metadata, and executing the query against the second set of metadata to get the result, 
see col. 2, lines 22-32, Lipkin). 

It would have obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time 
of the present invention to combined the cited references because the comparing query 
search result of Lipkin's teachings would have allowed Slaughter's system to provide 
efficiently managing and retrieving information over a network, as suggested by Liplkin 
at col. 1 , lines 38-39. Comparing query search result as taught by Slaughter improves 
template based query builders that generate optimized SQL queries in the native SQL 
language of the database (see col. 137, lines 50-52, Lipkin). 

As to claim 13, 

Slaughter teaches a1) creating an access control query statement (see col. 28, 
lines 65 to col. 29, lines 5 et seq). 
As to claim 14, 
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Slaughter teaches wherein step (b) further includes the step of: b1) converting 
the query into an executable stack (see col. 26, lines 36-41 et seq). 
As to claim 15, 

Slaughter teaches wherein step (a) further includes the step of: a1) creating an 
access control query statement containing a predicate (see col. 21, lines 19-23 et seq). 
With respect to claim 16, 

Slaughter discloses a control method for an extensible markup language file, 
comprising the step (see col. 18, lines 13-25) of: 

a) performing an access search on the extensible markup language file to form 
an access search result (the discovery service receive a string specifying something to 
locate, and it sends an XML message to a known discovery front-end, which then 
parses the string and makes a corresponding XML query to a search facility which may 
be an internet search facility, see col. 16, lines 39-46, Fig. 4, Slaughter); 

b) performing a query search on the extensible markup language file to form a 
query search result (the discovery service receive a string specifying something to 
locate, and it sends an XML message to a known discovery front-end, which then 
parses the string and makes a corresponding XML query to a search facility which may 
be an internet search facility, see col. 16, lines 39-46, Fig. 4, Slaughter); and 

c) comparing the access search result to the query search result to form an 
allowed search result (clients finds the advertisements in a space and use the 
information from an advertisement to access a service using an XML (search criteria 
specified as an XML template document that may be compared (e.g. by the space 
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service) with the advertisements in the space. Published advertisements may represent 
"on-line" services ready for clients to use, see col. 36, lines 66 to col. 37, lines 3, 
Slaughter). 

Slaughter does not explicitly indicate the claimed "comparing query search 

result". 

Lipkin discloses claimed comparing query search result (having a first set of 
metadata and a second set of metadata by comparing the first set of metadata with the 
second set of metadata, dynamically generating a query based on the first set of 
metadata, and executing the query against the second set of metadata to get the result, 
see col. 2, lines 22-32, Lipkin). 

It would have obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time 
of the present invention to combined the cited references because the comparing query 
search result of Lipkin's teachings would have allowed Slaughter's system to provide 
efficiently managing and retrieving information over a network, as suggested by Liplkin 
at col. 1 , lines 38-39. Comparing query search result as taught by Slaughter improves 
template based query builders that generate optimized SQL queries in the native SQL 
language of the database (see col. 137, lines 50-52, Lipkin). 

As to claim 19, 

Slaughter teaches wherein a1 ) determining a user's organization (see Abstract et 

seq); 

a2) retrieving an access control rule based on the user's organization (see 
Abstract). 
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As to claim 20, 

Slaughter teaches wherein (a1 ) flattening the extensible markup language file 
(see col. 8, lines 2-20 et seq). 
With respect to claim 21 , 

Slaughter discloses a method of control in an extensible markup language file, 
comprising the steps (see col. 18, lines 13-25) of: 

a) predefining a pattern (the desired name specified in the lookup message may 
include one or more wildcards. Each of the discovered documents may then have a 
name that matches the desired name, and the names may identify the discovered 
documents within the space, see col. 10, lines 40-45 et seq, Slaughter). 

b) searching for the pattern (the discovery service receive a string specifying 
something to locate, and it sends an XML message to a known discovery front-end, 
which then parses the string and makes a corresponding XML query to a search facility 
which may be an internet search facility, see col. 16, lines 39-46, Fig. 4, Slaughter); and 

c) when a pattern is found, altering the extensible markup language file or 
creating an extensible markup language document (search criteria specified as an XML 
template document that may be compared (e.g. by the space service) with the 
advertisements in the space. Published advertisements may represent "on-line" 
services ready for clients to use, see col. 36, lines 66 to col. 37, lines 3, Slaughter). 

Slaughter does not explicitly indicate the claimed trigger. 
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Lipkin discloses the claimed trigger (match Agents determine what matches and 
queries occur under what conditions. Match Agents can be triggered by a request to a 
web or application server, by specific events, or on a regularly scheduled basis. A 
Match Agent specifies the RQL and any input metadata to use as the metadata query, 
see col. 115, lines 60-65, Lipkin). 

It would have obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time 
of the present invention to combined the cited references because the triggers of 
Lipkin's teachings would have allowed Slaughter's system to provide efficiently 
managing and retrieving information over a network, as suggested by Liplkin at col. 1, 
lines 38-39. Triggers as taught by Lipkin improves template based query builders that 
generate optimized SQL queries in the native SQL language of the database (see col. 
137, lines 50-52, Lipkin). 

As to claim 22, 

Slaughter teaches wherein step (a) includes predefining a command (see col. 16, 
lines 39-45 et seq). 
As to claim 23, 

Slaughter teaches wherein step (a) includes predefining a tag(see col. 16, lines 
31-45 et seq). 

As to claim 24, 

Slaughter teaches wherein step (a) includes predefining a data (see col. 16, lines 
31-45 et seq). 

As to claim 25, 
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Slaughter teaches wherein step (c) includes performing an access control search 
(see col. 1 1 , lines 2-1 5 et seq). 
As to claim 26, 

Slaughter teaches wherein step (c) includes deleting a portion of the extensible 
markup language file (get modified at to the contents of the message schema after the 
gate is created, including deleting, adding, or modifying messages in the schema, see 
col. 20, lines 60-67, Slaughter). 

As to claim 27, 

Slaughter teaches wherein step (c) includes performing a translation of a portion 
of the extensible markup language file (the discovery service receive a string specifying 
something to locate, and it sends an XML message to a known discovery front-end, 
which then parses the string and makes a corresponding XML query to a search facility 
which may be an internet search facility, see col. 16, lines 39-46, Fig. 4, Slaughter). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-5, 7-8 and 17-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The prior art or records does 
not fairly teach or suggest the combination of elements wherein comparing a search 
convergence depth to an access convergence depth; when the search convergence 
depth is equal to the access convergence depth, performing an intersection between 
the query search result and the access search result to form an intersection result; 
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when the access rule is a hide command, the allowed search result is a non-intersecting 
result. 
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Contact Information 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad Ali whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
4356. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:30am- 
6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (703) 305-9790 or Customer Service (703) 
306-5631 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306 for any communications. Any inquiry of a 
general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 
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